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1. Aims of this presentation

This presentation aims to introduce
additional classroom materials
which are developed by a team of
university instructors and
researchers, who concerned with
students In the new era of
“universal college admission”.



1.1 Aims : target students

e Students with a poor
understanding.

e Students who lack motivation for
studying.



1.1 Aims of development team

For students whose poor command of
English.

*For students whose lack of motivation.

e To be able to work autonomously
In a classroom

e To learn according to individual
objectives and skills



1.2 Background of this project

A new era of “universal college admission”
has not come yet, but...

e Out of 744,000 applicants to universities
and colleges, 684,000 were admitted In

2008.
e That means 92% of applicants succeeded.

* 55.3% of Japanese 18 years olds went on
to higher education. This is 5.4 % higher
than in 2004.



1.2 Background of this project

*92% of applicants were admitted.

1,182 universities & colleges in 2008
(1,129 in 1993)

589 universities & 386 colleges are private.

The average academic level of university
entrants Is declining in Japan



1.2 Background of this project

The average level of university entrants Is
declining In Japan.

 More students have a poor
command of English

e More students lack motivation for
studying English



1.2 Background of this project

e In 2007 a project team developed
a curriculum for a small-sized
remedial English class.

T. Togo, S. Mochizuki, T. Takahashi, M. Nakaue, H.
Yamasaki (2007) A Framework for Designing Autonomous
Learning in English Writing Class for Disinterested Learners

Il, The 34 Conference of the Japan Association of
Developmental Education. pp.103-104




2. Framework for Designing

Autonomous Learning

 The concept was based on a symbolic
approach (Nishinosono and Togo 2006).

 Metaphors were created to conceptualize
the methodology for a classroom course
both for the team and for students.

e The textbook exercises were divided Iinto
segments.



2.1 Metaphors in 2007 (health
control)

lllustrated by Tomoko Takahashi
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2.1 Metaphors in 2008

Segrll:gnt Contents of Segments | Metaphors
Segment 1 | Training about English H? -
grammar O
Segment 2 | Training about writing O
paragraphs &
Segment 3 | Training about combining
sentences with proper @
conjunctions
Segment 4 | Training about joining m

sentences to display
unity




3.1 Profile of the class

English Composition |

 Required class for freshmen.

o Half-year semester (15 classes).

« 44 female students (including 7 retakers)

e Beginning-level writing skill textbook for
students of English as a Second
Language Is used. Get Ready To Write
2"d ed. (PEARSON Longman)



3.2 Materials and assistance to
facilitate autonomous learning

* Pre-designed materials
e Materials added as needed
e Student tutors



3.2.1 Pre-designed materials

e Study Guide
 Answer Guide

e Orientation Sheet
e Learning Menu



3.2.1.1 Learning Menu
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3.2.1.2 Orientation Sheet

2008-1* semester

 Orientation

Checklist

Read the following explanation

Inthisclass, vour right to study, not your right to be educated, is suarante
the appropriate guidance, wou will first decide how nuch academic work v

as your academic goals. Then vou can proceed to the first step for auton

I

Is wvour final composition publishable on the Yeh as it is”
a) No modification is needed. b)) It needs a little modification.
o) It needs considerable modification. d) Not achance. My composition can never

be published an the Yeb.)

H i | itine"
vour £ in [ Whatvouls Evaluatlon & Could vou clearly demonstrate what wou learned in each chapter in wour writing?
workloa . . tntil the fin . omposition, made in red ink,
«Tutors The desiznated tfex Crlterla for an) should have a Chart ShOWIng a :I

In this class, fou etting you b
chanters selecting which [exyg Students to r autonamou El:' ITIES . I coL mOdel fIOW Of a
will need the tgxt S‘t d ﬂ h t , .
Vou wil| the Studs Guide] set g()als_ udy flowchar student’s studies. | apters.
a personal studp hi
this tab ) i Ers.
vaterials are reeded in every class- Reconfirm your Feview your EnLl, and decide each day' s st
* Numbe fn dnswer Guide, a booklet that includes an answer | F.
vour studies, is kept at the front desk for whoever would | plan by yérself, = i |
can look at it only near the front desk. :. . prowl evaluate
B0-89 Paints 70-79 Points g g .
Gold 0%(8 ) 80(4) Sove textbook Solve the exercises fallowing vour scheg CheCk ||St f0r
o i The Study Guide will help you. i
2 [Siver|  ®0 50) eerones ” > deciding the level of
& 1 L
Copper 60(C) 70(8) Ask Tutors If vou have any ausstions or problems a StUdent S
fi.}r hele from a Tutor, Be sure td CompOSItlon
% HOW TO DECIDE THE LEVEL OF YOUR FINAL COMPOSITI signature when you leave,
Select the appropriate response from al-d) to each a Self Rev Check vour answers with the Assessm

tatal.

The points for each response: a) 4 points, h)

[f wour total isl13-16 points, vour level is GOLD.
[f wour total is B8-12 points, wour level iz SILYER.
[f wour taotal is 4-7 points, wour level is COPPER.

Review
studies

can helo you f any points ars unclear,

your
and
adiust your plan
as needed

*Read the Tutor Training Sheet to learn more about becoming a Tutor

Assess vour studies,
Place a colored sticker on the Leaming Menu, and adjust
your plan as nesded for the next step.



3.2.1.2 Topic of Composition

e “What Is the reason you chose
this major (or university or
department)? Write your reasons
as concretely as you can.”



3.2.1.2 Setting goals

Checklist
T—Te—weeed final compositio ishable on the Web as it |

Levels that a student
would like to acquire
from a checklist

h) IT
c) It needs considerahle modification.

be published an the Web.)

@} CDU |d vou . |EEl.r|_':-" dEfﬂDnStratE '.'.'hElt v |E Your final evaluation will he calculated as shown in the table below according

workload (vour total points) and the level which vou assess using the checklisy.
{Unt i | thE f i r‘|El| Fevision . EEI.I:h ChElrI 2B i WO #Tutors receive three additional points for each chapter. If vou act as Tutor for 4| four

chapters you will receive another one point.

a) No modification is needed. a littlem

d) Hot a chances
- Final Evaluation

>

o »¥our

should have applied what vou learned in e:

You will decide your Final Evaluation hy vourself. You set your goals according to

al Yes, [ could.

this table.
h:' I coadu |d C | EElrl b dE[ﬂDﬂSt rEltE ':'u'hElt nas % Wumbers indicate the final grade. Letters indicate the final evaluation.
c) I could clearly demonst rate what was ek Horfioz) Waftal pofit)
1-69 Point 70-79 Paint 80-89 Point 90 Foints and
d) I could clearly demonst rate what was | e0-8 Paiute B e SeT
@ How do you think the class instructorora | ¢ | wor B A 100G
/g/ Silver B5(C) 75(8) 85 (44 ) 95 (4 )
The total points Of Copper BO(C) (B BO(A) 90(4)
. . I II”F'IIH
exercises which each ,
firnal cor s Hol To DECIDE THE LEVEL OF YOUR FINAL COMPOSITION
StUdent plans to taCkIe :IE Select the appropriate response from al-d) to each aquestion bhelow, and calculate the
more

total.

— with from Learning Menu.

The points for each response: a) 4 points, b) 3 points, c) 2 points, d) 1 point.

If vour total is13-16 points, vour level is GOLD.
If vour total is 8-12 points, vour level is SILYER.
If vour total is 4-7 paints, vour level is GCOPPER.




T Is vour final composition publishable on the Web as it ig™?
al No modification is needed. bl It needs a little modification.
c) [t needs considerable modification. d) Not achance. (My composit ion can never

be published on the Web.)

& Could wou clearly demonstrate what wou learned in each chapter in vour writing?

I:|_|r'|1'_|| the final revicsion., each chanes in wonr parliesr comnosit ion. made in red ink

should have| Select one appropriate item from a) ~ d) in each
a) fes, I ¢ questionnaire  through , and calculate a sum.

Each item has its points: a)-4points, b)-3points, c)-
2points, d)-1point.

Students check the list, and decide their levels by
themselves.

v EX. 15 points - Level is GOLD

[t wour total is13-16 points, wour level iz GOLD.
If wour taotal is 8-12 points, vour level is SILYER.
I[f wour tatal is 47 paoints, wour level is COPPER.




Final evaluation is settled like In the table below in
accordance with each student workload (total points
that she gains) and the level which she assesses using
the checklist. Final Evaluation is set up by themselves,
therefore, students will set their goals in accordance

with this table.

¥ Humhers indicate the final zrade. ##% Letters indicate the final evaluation.

Student Workload (total points)
90 Points and
BO-EY Foints T0-79 Foints B0-89 Foints
Over
Gold 70%(B)= a0ia) 90 (44 100 (44
= | Silver 65 (C) 75 (B) 85 (4h) 95 (4]
" | copper B0 (C) 70(B) an () a0 (a)
EX. 65 points and Level GOLD - B
65 points and Level Copper - C




3.2.2 Materials added as needed

e Study log
 File to keep materials

 Criteria for evaluating each
student’s composition (distributed
only to tutors)

e Checklist for turning in final
assignments



3.2.3 Tutors

e Student tutors faclilitated other students’
learning.

e Student tutors improved their own learning.



4.1 Results and Discussion

Level Gold  Level Silver Level CGopper Others




4.1 Results and Discussion

14
, 12 gothersI | -
= copper level |
§ 10 H silver level
[ Moold level
o
= §)
O
e 4
=

2

0

absence absence absence absence absence
0 1 2 3 4

Levels based on students’ absences



4.1 Results and Discussion

14
5 12 [J others |
= 1 copper level
@ 10 : u
= M silver level
) o
“Others” means not to be judged, and it contains

Irregular cases like:
2 students didn’t check the list.
2 students misunderstood the content of the

final composition.

U L 4 o) &

Levels based on students’ absences




Conclusion

e Designing for autonomous learning in a
writing class seemed to be successful to
help less-motivated students to study
English autonomously.

* We intend to continue developing the
course while implementing it in classrooms.

e Our team will keep exploring more
effective measures to expand
opportunities for these students.



Designing Autonomous Learning to
Accommodate Diverse Learners in an
English Writing Class

Thank you for your attention!

Tazu Togo, Jane Singer, Shiho Mochizuki,
Tomoko Takahashi, Yuriko Teratani, Hitomi Yamasaki



Symbolic approach for designing a
CIaSS course (Nishinosono, Miyata, Mochizuki 20006)
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